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Emanuel Synagogue Bulletin

Fri:  Erev-Shabbat Evening Services is via 
Zoom only at 6:00 PM. 
Saturday:  Shabbat Service is in-person and 
via Zoom at 9:30 AM. 
Monday Morning Minyan is in-person and 
via Zoom at 8:30 AM . 
Join us via Zoom (only) for Evening 
Minyan and Jewish Learning
Sun-Thu at 8:00 pm.
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Rabbi’s Rostrum

“Like a Lily Among Thorns” 
A Goal for the New Year 

 In Song of Songs, the young man 
(whom commentators believe to be a 
metaphor for God) describes the young 
maiden (a metaphor for the Jewish 
people) as “like a lily among 
thorns.”  (Song of Songs 2:2)  The Sages 
and Rabbis of the Midrash (the same 
sages and rabbis whose teachings make 
up the Mishnah) make many suggestions 
about what this means.  Here is part of 
one suggestion, by Rabbi Shimon: 

Rabbi Azarya [said] in the 
name of Rabbi Yehuda that 
Rabbi Shimon said: This is 
analogous to a king who 
had an orchard, and they 
descended and planted a 
row of fig trees, a row of 
grapevines, a row of 
pomegranate trees, and a 
row of apple trees. He 
entrusted it to a caretaker 
and left. Sometime later, the 
king came and peered at the 
orchard to ascertain what 
[the caretaker] had done, 
and he found it filled 
completely with thorns and 
briars. He brought cutters to 
cut [the orchard] down, but

he saw a rose in [the 
orchard] and smelled it, and 
he was placated. The king 
said: Because of this rose, 
the orchard will be saved. 

 According to Rabbi Shimon, as 
quoted by Rabbi Yehudah and later by 
Rabbi Azarya, “a lily among thorns” is 
like a flower (roses and lilies are 
interchangeable in ancient Hebrew) that 
is so wonderful to have around that it 
convinced the king to spare an entire 
orchard full of thorns and briars on its 
behalf.  How beautiful must this flower 
have been!  How wonderful must the 
fragrance have been to justify leaving an 
entire orchard of thorns and inedible 
briars just for the sake of that one flower. 
 There are three instances in the 
book of Isaiah that call upon Israel to be 
“a light unto the nations.”  Although 
Rashi, the famed French vintner and 
interpreter of Tanakh and Talmud, 
explains that these “nations” are other 
tribes of Israel, most Jews interpret this to



 mean that we Jews should be good for 
the rest of the world in some way.  Some 
think that this refers to the way in which 
several other religions have taken the 
Hebrew Bible as part of their religious 
tradition.  Some suggest that Jews should 
be so remarkable that everyone wants to 
be like us.  I frequently tell the 
conversion class that it means that the 
community should be happier to have 
Jews around than not. 
 How can we make sure that the 
community around us is happier to have 
Jews in it than not to have Jews in it?  
That seems like a harder task today than 
it might have been a decade ago.  Mark 
Twain famously wrote a short essay 
about Jewish continuity and ingenuity, 
entitled “Concerning the Jews.”  Would 
any of us feel safe or hopeful reading a 
document today entitled “Concerning the 
Jews”?  We want to be accepted in the 
community where we live – tolerated, at 
least, but hopefully welcomed and loved.  
Who can give us the magic formula to 
make that happen? 

I cannot provide answers, but I 
think that the above midrash can provide 
hope.  God thinks of us as lilies among 
the thorns – God thinks it is worth 
putting up the imperfections of the entire 
world on our account.  If we are this 
valuable to God, then we stand a good 
chance of convincing other people that 
we are good to have around. 

A Tremendous Thank You 

 Thank you to everyone who 
participated in our first quarterly 
Workshops and Volunteering Day!  Over 
thirty participants ate lunch together, 
volunteered, learned, and spent time 
together in advance of the High Holidays. 
 In just a few short hours, these 
adult and child volunteers accomplished 
the following: 

•Changed the Torah covers to their 
High Holiday white covers, 
•Polished the Torah silver,  
•Cleaned one entire Torah scroll (with 
special sponges – very tiny sponges), 
•Finished building the sukkah, 
•Decorated the sukkah, 
•Baked honey cakes for the 
homebound, 
•Learned to make pickles (and 
donated a dozen to the Synagogue), 
•Learned to crochet kippot, and 
•Photographed every passage of half a 
Torah scroll. 
During the event, volunteers were 

treated to live music by our own Klezmer 
band. 

Thank you to everyone who 
participated, and thank you to everyone 
who led one of the teams.  Please keep an 
eye out for our next event in early 
November.



Drop in for tea and a chat with Rabbi 
Jacobson! 

Office Hours are 
Mondays - 9:30-12:30 pm 
Wednesdays - 12:30 pm-3:30 pm 
Thursdays - 9:30 am-12:30 pm 

Feel free to drop in, or schedule a meeting time 
that is more convenient for you. 

(Hours subject to change to accommodate an 
emergency in the congregation, and Rabbi 
Jacobson will not hold office hours on Jewish 
holidays, federal holidays, or any other time 
when the Synagogue offices are closed.) 

Do you know someone who is sick, or who 
could use some cheering up?  One way to help 
someone who is sick or feeling down is to let 
Rabbi Jacobson know to contact him/her/them. 
Another great way is to add someone to the 
Misheberach list, for the congregation to pray 
for their health. However, please remember to 
ask that person's permission first! *Please note: 
We read the names on the Misheberach (sick 
prayer) list out loud during Shabbat services 
and Evening Minyan. For the sake of their 
privacy, we read people's Hebrew names, or if 
they do not have a Hebrew name, we only read 
their first name in English. We want to comfort 
people with our prayers, not to invade their 
privacy.



PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

but also set an example for our kids 
for they are the future of Emanuel 
Synagogue.  

We can start this journey together, 
we have a wonderful program 
planned for Rosh Hashanah, and I 
encourage all of you to come 
participate and reconnect with old 
friends and family.  Don’t forget the 
Break Fast at the conclusion of Yom 
Kippur or the Burger Bar for 
Sukkot, an event filled time to start 
the New Year off right. 

On behalf of myself, my family and 
the Board of Directors I wish 
everyone a happy, health and 
prosperous New Year. 
La’Shana Tovah 
Michael Mannes 
President 

The season brings us a time to 
reflect on the past year, reconnect 
with ourselves and others and renew 
our commitment for the future

As we enter the High Holidays and 
begin The Ten Days of Repentance, 
the new year is not only about new 
beginnings but also about judgment. 
A time to examine the choices we 
made good and bad but also 
question who we are and who we 
want to be and it is a time to seek 
forgiveness from ourselves and 
others. I often find solace in the 
peace and tranquility of the 
sanctuary from hearing the chanting 
of the beautiful liturgy and 
inspiration from the Rabbi’s sermon 
and as a son of a Cantor, a feeling of 
nostalgia and fond memories of my 
childhood. This is my time to think 
and reflect, evaluate the past and 
plan for the future. On the secular 
New Year people make resolutions, 
whether to try a new diet, improve 
our health through exercise or 
reconnect with friends from the 
past.  So too should we make 
resolutions, attending services, 
taking a class, volunteering for a 
synagogue program or event in 
these small ways we reconnect with 
our past, do something meaningful 
for ourselves and the congregation, 



Principal’s Podium

Shanah tovah to all of our Bloom 
Family Hebrew School Families.  The 
Shofar has been ringing in our ears for 
three weeks now and our school is 
buzzing with activity despite the 
scorching heat. May this new year of 
5787 continue to bring us the blessings of 
learning, growing, and community.   

Our month of September opens with the 
value of community with our REVERSE 
TASHLICH & HOT DOG TAILGATE 
in which we will be cleaning one of the 
waterways adjacent to our Synagogue.  
Though it is LABOR DAY WEEKEND 
and there will be NO SUNDAY 
SCHOOL on SEPTEMBER 6th we 
urge the families that are in town for the 
weekend to help us put our works where 
our values are. 

The following weekend we hope to see 
all of our families (bring guests and 
cousins) for our incredible ROSH 
HASHANA PALOOZA (SEPTEMBER 
11-13).   A weekend of prayer, learning, 
food, games, and community.  Begin 
5787 together with your Emanuel 
Synagogue Family. (See flyer)

The next week we take it easy to prepare 
for YOM KIPPUR. No Hebrew School 
on Sunday, SEPTEMBER 20th. 
Although see you that night for KOL 
NIDRE.  

SUNDAY 27th our Hebrew School will 
be celebrating Sukkot with the 
congregation, dancing hakafot, shaking 
the lulav, sitting in the sukkah, and 
competing in our annual edible sukkah 
challenge. Parents and family 
encouraged to stay and celebrate. 

And, as I did last year, despite the fact 
that our calendar is full of holidays in 
Tishrei, I want to emphasize the 
importance of frequent shabbat 
attendance to GAN SHABBAT or 
JUNIOR CONGREGATION (every 
Saturday 10:00-12:00).  This is the 
space for our children to build a loving 
community built on prayer, play, and 
respect.  Let’s keep the gains that we will 
make over the holidays throughout the 
year. 

Leshana tova, 

Rabbi Juan





Hello everyone, for the 
month of September 
and the high holiday 
season you will see our 
program working with 
the kids in the 
education program to 
get ready for the high 
holidays, We will also 
have a tashlich race 
during the Rosh 
Ha'shana festivities! 
Keep an eye for the 
Burger Bar information 
coming shortly! 

Thank you, 

Ma'ayan

Youth



Community 
Outreach

New Committee Being Formed 

An important function of Emanuel 
Synagogue is fostering community --- 
connecting our members to one 
another and encouraging the 
formation of lasting relationships --- 
especially with members who are 
unable to attend synagogue services 
and events due to their proximity to 
the synagogue, their physical mobility 
or an unfortunate incident in their life 
(the death of a loved one, temporary 
or permanent medical condition, etc.).  
In order to foster this function and get 
synagogue members involved in it, 
the Emanuel Synagogue Community 
Outreach Committee has been formed.  
This committee will involve members 
of the Youth program, Sisterhood, 
Men’s Club and Social Justice 
Committee in various aspects of the 
committee’s outreach efforts. 

The Community Outreach 
Committee’s first outreach will 
concern Rosh Hashanah.  Visits to 
outreach recipients near the Rosh 
Hashana holiday will include a gift 
bag of items for Rosh Hashanah --- a 
small, round challah; a small honey 
cake; an apple, honey, a small bottle 
of kosher grape juice, a new Jewish 
calendar, a new Yizkor book, a

new Rosh Hashanah bookmark, a new 
membership directory and a brief 
printed sermon from Rabbi Jacobson.  
We would like the visits to be in groups 
of 2 to 3 people which will include a 
shofar blower (which can be declined 
by the recipient), and the visit would 
last approximately 30 minutes. 

As this is a community effort, we invite 
all synagogue members to participate in 
the committee’s efforts for Rosh 
Hashanah and in the future.  Please 
consider volunteering your time and 
effort and/or making a donation in order 
to continue the committee’s work. 

Please contact Committee Chair Cheri 
Mannes at 405 245-9881 if you have 
any questions, need more information 
or to volunteer.  Thank you for 
participating in this important mitzvah! 



Whose Loss Counts, Whose Grief 
Matters? – Some Thoughts on the 
Approach of Yomim Norah’im (The 
Days of Awe).   

Howard F. Stein. 

 Throughout the month of Elul and the 
Yomim Norah’im (The Days of Awe) from 
Rosh HaShanah through Yom Kippur, 
remembering, loss, memory, memorials, 
grief, hope for forgiveness, admission of 
wrong-doing, atonement, reparation, 
occupy much of the lives and High Holiday 
liturgy of countless Jews throughout the 
world. Time and memory, past and future, 
are part of the spiritual and emotional core 
of the High Holidays. 

      Many people visit the graves of 
deceased relatives prior to Rosh HaShanah. 
The Musaf Service of Rosh HaShanah 
contains the profound triad of sections 
following Aleinu, called Malchuyoth, 
Zichronoth, and Shofaroth (G-d’s 
Kingship; G-d Remembers; and G-d 
Reveals). Yom Kippur contains what for 
many Jews is the central Yizkor (Memorial) 
Service of the entire year (although Shmini 
Atzeres, Pesach, and Shavuoth also have 
Yizkor services), which includes personal 
deaths and the countless deaths of Jewish 
martyrs (as in the prayer Eileh Ezkaroh).  

Tishah b’Av (The Ninth Day of Av) 
commemorates and mourns the destruction 
of the two Temples. The Mourner’s 
Kaddish is part of every service. Annual 
Yahrzeit is a special occasion on which

both the individual and the congregation 
remember and say prayers for a deceased 
loved one.  Loss, grief, grieving, and 
remembering are central both to Hebrew 
liturgy and historical memory – of exiles, 
pogroms, expulsions, and the Shoah/ 
Holocaust. 

A question arises, that has haunted me 
for years: In our enumeration of those who 
have died and who now we grieve, who have 
we left out?  Who is excluded? Not only 
individuals, but whole categories of people?  
Who has not “merited” inclusion in memory 
and remembering and prayer? Why 
omissions? 

Kenneth Doka (1989) (Kenneth J. 
Doka, editor. Disenfranchised Grief: 
Recognizing Hidden Sorrow. Lexington 
Books, 1989) coined the term, 
“disenfranchised grief,” now a widely used 
concept, to refer to those myriad personal and 
group losses and grief that are not 
acknowledged by the wider society as 
meriting grief, consolation, social support, and 
time to mourn. Loss and grief are discounted.



There is both internal and wider 
cultural pressure, and accompanying 
slogans, like, “You go on down the road”; 
“It’s part of your job”; “You come to 
expect it, and just deal with it”; “Those 
people were immoral, anyway.”  For many 
people, also, other people’s losses and 
suffering are “too close to home,” so they 
disavow in others what they must protect 
themselves from feeling and remembering.     

It is as if they did not matter, even 
exist. They are written off, not worthy of 
grief or compassion.  Familiar examples 
abound: people who have divorced; 
members of gay/lesbian couples/marriages 
who have died (especially painful during 
the AIDS pandemic); people who have 
been emotionally cut-off from families; 
people who have “the wrong kinds of 
diseases,” and are thus not worthy of 
empathy; people who lose their jobs, 
individually or through mass downsizings; 
clergy persons of all religions who, as part 
of their role, lead funeral and burial 
services of people they have known for 
years, and comfort their mourning, 
surviving families; and virtually everyone 
who has lost a domesticated dog or cat, 
who had become a member of the family. 
The suffering from loss of entire groups of 
people is often disowned, due to their 
ethnic, national, racial, gender, political 
“type” or label. 

Clergymen and clergywomen lose 
individual congregants all the time, and 
both conduct official death-related rituals 
and personally comfort people who 
survived them. But what about the ending

of an entire era in the life of the house of 
worship – or worse, the need to close down 
forever a sacred place that has existed for 
generations? 

I knew a conservative rabbi and 
Roman Catholic priest, both long-time 
leaders of their congregations, who 
eventually had to shut their doors, due to 
declining membership and increasing costs 
of maintaining the institution. Both houses 
of worship had existed for over a century 
and had been home to several generations. 
The priest and rabbi presided over closing 
services for their institutions, and the rabbi 
led his congregation in a collective Kaddish.  

While the rabbi and priest supported 
individuals and groups in their immense 
loss, not only of a building, but of an entire, 
longitudinal cultural world, neither priest 
nor rabbi themselves received consolation or 
acknowledgement of the enormity of their 
own losses. No one asked them what it was 
like for them to have to end the life of a 
Schul or church or mosque, what it meant 
and felt like to them. After all, both of them 
soon had subsequent jobs, the priest 
transferred by his bishop, and the rabbi 
found a new Schul.  

But no one thought of saying Kaddish 
for them and the books of history they had 
to close.  Who comforts the comforter – 
even the paid comforter in their specific 
professional role?  Are they made of steel? 

It is, I think, easy to overlook the pain 
and anguish in losses experienced by many 
kinds of people who are “different from us”



 – or from whom we try to distance 
ourselves because we fear to suffer their 
same fate. 

As the High Holidays approach and 
we journey spiritually through them, 
intense emotions and memories will be 
awakened in us. Perhaps we can be more 
inclusive of people in the community of 
sufferers of loss and of mourners. Surely 
the Tent of Jacob can be widened, to cover 
all those in Klal Yisrael  (and far beyond) 
who mourn. 

What, then, might this 
“inclusiveness” look like?  First of all, 
there is no such thing as “little stuff,” 
“little Mitzvoth”: everything matters; scale 
is irrelevant. For instance – after the 
groundswell of visitations during Shivah to 
a person or family who lost a loved one, 
there often follows a harrowing emptiness 
and desolation. No one calls; no one visits. 
THAT is the time to “check in” by phone 
call or Zoom (please, not text!), or to bring 
over a Babka or Kolachi.  Or, when you 
are in Schul for a service, and see people 
rise to say Kaddish, you might consider 
going over afterwards to someone and 
saying something like, “I know that 
Yahrzeit is more than a candle and 
Kaddish. How is this one for you? I know 
mine are filled with emotion and memories 
that seem to come out of nowhere.” 

Following divorce, friends and 
colleagues often avoid divorcees like the 
plague, as if they are contagious. The 
loneliness can feel like more abandonment. 
A phone call or invitation for coffee/ tea

might be welcome company in the void. 
People in all caregiving and “service” 
professions, carry the heavy weight of 
people’s strife and suffering. A common 
misconception that “since they are trained to 
do this,” they are immune to feelings of loss 
and grief and to being overwhelmed. 
Perhaps if one or two of these professionals 
are friends of yours, consider saying 
something like, “I know you have a large 
case load,” or “You have conducted a lot of 
funerals these last few months. How is this 
for you?”   

The same is true for physicians and 
nurses, especially those who devoted 
themselves to caring for very sick and dying 
patients during the COVID pandemic, who 
often arm themselves with formulas such as 
“You get used to it,” or “We lose patients all 
the time.”  If a physician or nurse is a friend 
of yours, consider standing there, listening, 
and gently saying, “I know it still is hard, 
and hurts.” 

An ever-widening canvas of the Tent 
of Jacob contributes to Tikkun Olam, the 
healing of the world, and with it, a 
lightening of the weight of overwhelming 
change, loss, and grief.  Surely it is a 
Mitzvah to leave no mourner abandoned 
alone to darkness.



With  Affection 
We  Recall…

Tuesday, September 1,  
   19 Elul 
Mary Stavinsky 

Wednesday, September 
2,  
   20 Elul 
Bessie Slutzky 

Thursday, September 3,  
   21 Elul 
Abraham Redlich 

Saturday, September 5, 
   23 Elul 
Sam Wasserman 

Tuesday, September 8,  
   26 Elul 
Maureen Coleman 
Rowena Resman 
Netta G. Sandler 
Jack Trachtenberg 

Wednesday, September 
9,  
   27 Elul 
Nathalie Schaefer 

Friday, September 11,  
    29 Elul 
Thomas Stackhouse 
Charles Stackhouse Jr.

Saturday, September 12, 
    1 Tishrei 
Louis Kowaloff 
Roberta Wyant 

Sunday, September 13, 
    2 Tishrei 
Ruth Bravo 

Monday, September 14, 
    3 Tishrei 
Gary Kline 
Elkeh Shapiro 

Tuesday, September 15, 
    4 Tishrei 
Bess Emmer 

Wednesday, September 
16, 
    5 Tishrei
Max Copel 

Thursday, September 
17, 
    6 Tishrei
Max Furer 

Saturday, September 19, 
    8 Tishrei 
Shimon Caplan

Monday, September 21,  
   10 Tishrei 
Fannie Goldberg 
Donald J. Kumm 
Bertha Miller 
Charles Rubin 
Ben Shanker 

Tuesday, September 22,  
   11 Tishrei 
Henry Black 
Mary Kushner 
Susan Colton 

Saturday, September 26, 
   15 Tishrei 
Rabbi Benjamin 
Papermaster 
Charles Singer 
Rosemary Stackhouse 
Sadie Sureck 

Sunday, September 27, 
   16 Tishrei 
Mimi Shanker 

Monday, September 28,  
   17 Tishrei 
Robert Bravo



In Memory
Of Our Loved Ones

MAUREEN 
COLEMAN
Dr, Martin & Laura 
Levine 

BLAKE 
COWDEN
Velinda Goss 

BESS EMMER
Sharon Cohen 

ARNOLD FAGIN
Elaine Weise 

GARY FURER
Dr. Karen Jonscher 

BERNICE 
HARPMAN
Helene Harpman 

SIG HARPMAN 
JR.
Helene Harpman

MILLIE LEVIN
Robin Shanker & 
Joseph Anzelmo 

ABRAHAM 
REDLICH
Frances Stewart 

ROSE ROSE
Elaine Weise 

RICARDO RUIZ
Shirley Meek 

MARY LEE 
WAINTROOB
Sherry Barton 

PAUL WEISE
Elaine Weise
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5 Donald & 
Debbie Nevard 

10 Dr. Eli Reshef 
& Edie Roodman
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1 Mark Bravo 
 Richard Tannenbaum 
3 Jeff Green 
 Rachel Rose 
4 Don Sterne 
5 Gerry Hodge 
6 Margo Nechtow 
7 Ian Plunkett 
8 Lee Marrs 
10 Dov Raizen 
11 Nina Damitsian 
12 Julie Arvine 
13 Michael Pollack 
21 Grecia Gramajo 
22 Anita Barlow 
24 Joan Korenblit 
26 Erin Lofties 
 Bob Weiss 
27 Rick Roby 
 Dr. Rhona Seidelman 
29 Jan Green



!"#$
!%&

TODA RABAH

Donation to Rabbi’s 
Discretionary Fund
Sherry Barton 
Shelly Savage 

Rabbi “Thank you so much for 
leading the unveiling service for 
David Goss” 
Velinda Goss 

Rabbi “Thanks for the lovely 
services in Dorothy’s memory” 
Elaine Weise 

Congregants Assistance Fund 
Donation
Dr. Yona Rebbetzin Alter & Dr. 
Rabbi Levi Alter 
Bernard Backer 
Meredith Willis 

Cemetery Fund Donation
Stacy Coe 
Coe Plumbing Inc. 
Helene Harpman 

General Fund Donation 
Joan Darrow 
Charles Deutsch



To get on their mailing list or for 
inquiries, please feel free to 
contact us directly: 
SCHUSTERMAN CENTER 
FOR JUDAIC AND ISRAEL 
STUDIES 
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND 
SCIENCES 
OFFICE: DAHT 305D 
MAIL: 455 W. LINDSEY DAHT 
403A, NORMAN, OK, 73019 
 judaicstudies@ou.edu |
 405-325-6508



FALL 2026 EVENTS

BRING YOUR LUNCH. COFFEE AND SWEETS PROVIDED.
CHECK WEBSITE FOR EVENT DETAILS: OU.EDU/CAS/JUDAICSTUDIES/EVENTS

JuSt LUNCH
BROWN BAG LECTURES

September 2 | Noon | Zarrow Hall
“Global Holy War: A Medieval Jewish Perspective” 

with Shmuel Shepkaru

Scan the QR code 
to join our email list!

@OUJUDA ICSTUD IES

JUDAICSTUDIES.OU.EDU

 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR EVENT DETAILS: 
OU.EDU/CAS/JUDAICSTUDIES/EVENTS

SPECIAL JuSt EVENTS

October 7 | Noon | Zarrow Hall
“Ruth Schonthal and Her World; Composing Music in Exile” 

with Katrin Stamatis

November 4 | Noon | Zarrow Hall
“What’s New at the Posen Library of

Jewish Culture and Civilization” 
with Carrie Schroeder

December 2 | Noon | Zarrow Hall
Special Graduate Student Presentations 

with Serra Bardin & Trevor Menge

October 1 | 1 P.M. | Dale Hall Tower Community Room
“The Ten Commandments:

The Movie, the Monuments, and the Court Cases” 
with Mark Chancey

October 22 | Noon | Zoom Webinar
“Antizionism and Antisemitism” 

with Eva Ilouz



Jewish Federation of 
Greater Oklahoma City 
  



 

 




